July 24, 2008

To whom it may concern:

Rick Smith worked at the New York Post for five years and during that time proved himself to be a terrific graphic artist who enhanced the newspaper nightly with sharp-looking page designs and creative, eye-catching graphics that matched style to substance. 

As the Night Sports Editor I am responsible for the back page (the sports cover page in a New York tabloid), which during Rick's tenure became a words/art collaboration. I would give Rick the concepts and let him run with the designs -- sometimes as many three per night -- which invariably beat our competition (the dreaded Daily News). 

His diverse talents, which were accompanied by a calm and disciplined approach in what can be a pressure-filled environment, put him in great demand by news and sports editors in need of graphic assistance.  

Rick had the respect of his department and mine, worked well with his fellow-artists and always expressed a desire to pitch in and help others when his assignments were completed. His knowledge of the Quark and In-Design programs is such that he also became an effective teacher for his younger, less-skilled co-workers.

Having been at The Post for 30 years, I can say without qualification that Rick Smith is the best graphic artist with whom I have worked. He will be greatly missed -- professionally and personally -- here at The Post. I believe he would be a great assset to any publishing enterprise.

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Hannigan

Night Sports Editor

New York Post
